«t. 12, Frederick, Md. 21701 
3/18/77 


Mr* Thomas Q’belll, Shaker 


Washington, B.G. 20513 
Bear Mr* O'Neill, 

The unseemly spectacle of the assassinations committee is now enaged in what is 
a transparent effort to justify its c@aM.imeS existence when it has a record of not 
doing its Job aad sot deserving continuance* 

It is engaged on what is seemingly right and reasonable and is not, this Mae 
with the belated and entirely oafustified blessing of the AGL6, which has act found 
a voice until it meant headlines* (l approaebed the 4GLS in HasMngtcn f ear help {aider 
POla whan it was enacted years ago and acre recently wqa refused by the sane John 
Shattaek quoted in this morning's Post.) 

toe failure of all of society's institutions when faced with these great trauma 
forced me to reconsider what * might do that could be os use to the country. If I asst 
bat the one who will sake a record far the future, that 1 will do* ?art of thos regard 
is what I write you. 

So now I have told yea Mat each and every one of the gadison iwsaae leaks of 
the eaeaadttoe,' represented as the result of its ora diligent MvssMg&tora, is taken 
fren the public domain, toe work of others, and in each and every ease was oat of 
context, was part «f a promotional campaign to get tbs coaaittoe extended# 

Beery lawyer knows that he addresses a crime by establishisg the h «d a facts of 
that mists* Shis committee has had six months in which to do that. *t has m t only 
failed - it has refused. Sow it is polling publicity stmts to con the Sense and the people* 

I have personal knowledge of this going back to the summer of 1975 when the staffs 
of several ^sobers s^^sd ®e to outline a groper sad responsible approach. was ease 
of a series of Bootings with »r. Downing's staff, in Ms office and here, where 1 showed 
them race-suppressed official records 1 had obtained, hast September I received two 
si mi la r requests ©a behalf of Bowsing, mo from his choice for chief counsel «*>■* 
one from a member of his staff who holds one of the eemmittoe's more important jobs. 

1 was then told that %• Bewoing Md agreed with ay posiMen papers, that the committee's 
fiwt respo ns i b ili ty was establishing those basic fasts that can be established. To this 
and X offered all ay files. Shea Mole Sprague asked me to meet with Mm for the same 
purposes. 1 spent tbs morning of October 20 with hist sad several of Ms •—tstontir, the 
afternoon with ethers of the staff. Sprague agreed to the rase approach, the -.research 
director, who know of my files from service to another committee, told me he would be 
taking a room at a motel near me, would have Ms xerox machine with and would start 
copying the official records I have that are baste in any zeal iavesMgaMra* I have not 
heard from Mb since. 


So far as X knww I a® tbs only investigator Stases Sari lay has had* tor a short 
period his first lawyer used a man in M emph is he 4id net pay for his work, in fact be 
did not use Mat work. la Me course of Mis sad work far ®y own writing X have obtained 
arah information and knowledge of tMs rase, countless thousands of records. 4 staff 
lawyer whs was assigned to ti e ling ease did come to visit MM me. Me stayed into Me 
night and left with a Mot of records he did not ask for* I teld Mm they are *»-«*«» in 
Me ramittoe s weak. Vtar a serious committee they are* its is* me was 

to get advice ra what aabpoenaes to serve* ©aly recently has Me cassittoe gotten around 
to seme of this, again timed for a cheap shot at ff, Mich it obtained, these records 
I gave Mm include Mat toe eosssitteo now pretends, again tor ha«dMi»aq r it g* 

toe very toast parsiing them is praref^Mto to Mat Me cesMttoe is net doing, 
for hotlines, net as part 9f a properly conducted iramstogatoom* fhmy are records of 
too only testing of Me official allegaMens in tMs ertao under osth subject to 
erase esmsdnatian* ®Ms iac|Lades '‘arnes Earl Say's tosMway, traMmray repeated bat rat 
added to recently when it was pretested to be all raw and therefore orm-i - feiwg . 
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S frcgHsu s tMe eomisittee does sot w ssrant trust or faith sad because you are la open 
support of it rather than exorcising tbs options available to ym 1 m lasts specific 
than 1 era be in order to avoid helping a committee that is engaged in serious atis- 
oraduct. 1 as, in fact, astound at the abuse the H&ase has accepted in silence frost 
the arrogant Sprague* 1 understand this extends to abuse of you personally, too. 

Superficially it may sees that it is now right and proper to test-fire the rifle, 
i believe otherwise. The one resssn 1 offer now is that it is possible to liter ths 
ehareeteristios of the marking imparted by the barrel in repeated firing, la any event, 
doing this now and without foundation for it is ra obvious publicity stunt. Considerable 
prepezetioa is neeessary, prerequisite. X have done this and have not been asked for it 
even though the eeasittee knows 1 have done it and offered it. 

This oomittee and yon personally on the committee's representation have assumed 
lay’s guilt without any investigation. Ihe eoaas&ttee has said this in many ways, in- 
cluding in its shabby report* ton have m ¥T. Bay's has not fired Ms Washington 
counsel, ^ia besar. Lemmt sought to undertake the preservation of Bay's rights with the 
comm i tt e e, not to foreclose the eemMttoe. X suggest that the observance of Say's rights 
also served tha interest of the %agress* Instead of working this out tark h sm t who 
has stated publicly that Sprague owes Ms job to lane, went to see ^sy and worked on 
fefwtr tanned X think is not ra exaggeration. There is also the dubious matter of ths 
lawyer Lane seeing a prisoner without even speaking to counsel about it. this is eves 
more dubious when they are mot strangers. It ■stinks to high heaves when it is eraMned 
with the reported siX’-figure deal has put together over all of this, dad so it 
cane to pass that the anxious and desperate prisoner, isolated from reality and suffering 
the eensttfuemeos of all those years of rawarranted solitary confinement, longed far 
Public nttratisa is the hope that somehow it could help his. the Congress can not free 
Ms or give bin & trial, the media can^t either, then this mm and obviously pu bl i c ity- 
socking lawyer lack: Kerefcfcv, on when I have heard only the mflattering, is hot to 
git himself in the haadliaes and Ms client in worse legal shape thaw he is, all by 
by^Ptosing the mm lawyer in the world who has most knosleogc of the mm and the facts 
of the crime, the lawyer who wanted everything to be right .and proper, 

tare nos© of this safe tree, sad the tenth is sodersrfcsted bore, there retains the 
fact that the commit tee, having stayed gases for six wraths, is not in a position to 
question Bay property, This converts ih* questioning into soother media e v ent in the 
survival campaign. *Ms parallels tto Rationing of *raffieaate in public for h^Hn^. 
without establishing any basis under the committee's mandate for questioning him at »ii t 
Moreover, if there had been this basis then the committee had net conducted the 
investigation so it eould questioa. Instead it exploited a coaMnatios of popular perraoia 
mod its knowledge that he would, as obtfLoosly he had to, exorcise Ms tane&tutienal 
zi^kts. But the mere calling of Trafficante represents anpttor prejudgement, a conclusion 
tot based on any investigation at all. This illustrates one of tto reasons for g a t^lis h*? 
ing the basic facts in both crimes. A t is findraratsl. 

I lease to yea, tto committee, the Congress rad the civil litortarira Stottaok to 
understand how all «f this now shows the eooalttoe is ''sensitive to civil liberty 
ceras." X think it is not by naaaiag roughshod over Ms only layar who knows anytMag 
svont the case. I think it is not from its prejudgement of Ms guilt, wMch be 

anoutk to force any decant and concerned lawyer to cyioae Ms being a t ■vy , i 

th i nk it is net because tto committee conducted ns investigation and refused to accept 
e vi d en ce from Ms defense mont h s ago. I t h i nk it is net because .Sky is rat g»*»g to be 
represented in this by counsel who understands ths seeming contradictions publicly attzi- 
ttotod th tar* I knew it is adt because the eomoittee dees not know better i ^ 

to this last year, ind I era rat no way in which the committee is "sensitive to civil 
liberty eaneeni" ha emtriMrg to obtain a waive® eg Ms rights with regard to the man 
he says coorao| his guilty plea from Say* It surely is not boeausd I told Spragus last 
^ovwfcer that ay was no taster craidetely rational end was doing tto irrational. 

ee* Congressman Batman Sincerely, 


vr„ **■ .* 



F.S., Mr* O’Meill 

I’her© have been further inquiries I share with you while recording 
future ia my own files* 


for the 


It seems that after sir months you Sherloefcian wizards hare found one Hoaayfbe d 
as the chief nurse at -Parkland Hospital. Fvm her it is alleged they- learned that 
®®*® frageents were removed from Governor CamuOy'a bedy than are accounted for i» 

eae version it ia also represented that then Governor easily sustained other wounds 
Biso not reported* 

%» could esthhliah whether or not the latter is true, if it is seriously believed 
^ *J«f **?* ml ' mi * r tean you hare arranged and oertainly on a mere friea^basia ’ 
hy inviting the governor to a furiciah bath. If net by phoning Ma and/or fci/wifo. 

Only ta those steeped in ignorance - and after six months this should h* * n nv ,_ , , 

***** Ur omens to ignaraao© - 1*™ ,«»*«. .boat ttalLHr 

on Governor Connal ly and fragments* paw.® record 


of Ms doctors, as X recall Charles Gregory, said what the whole crew of tw 
a®«*ed t© in one way ©r another, that there were acre fragaents of bullet in his wT*i*+ 

dm. rn, «™id to «»«* Ur a. mm* trm tka a^ajf 

seven aea^fatal wounds. caosoa all 

1 ^ tewrso, still other fragaanta, also not secret. H is in the ™,b- 

loahed testiaeay. Also ia ay first book, which dates to 1965 if*, -,7* * 

tte »»■« ttam naaias a fragaant ia tk* ohwrt and aaatter'la the l5t 

S3^;j srs sc r\s~ *- 

the blacker the ^ aaytMng, the darker the Mats 

But I do suggest that fir there to steer g^T* r 

fra®aeats refuiros an unprecedented ccnsalreew 1+ « Jfr j T /I . 

•*m .fen. Jaai« JSfkfflSj 

at fll ,. IMa legion »«ld kaw kad to kTeaMiaTlf !lh i!S “f “ rs * a 

to t» die to anqgn tffwtlwi y - if p<*atl<*a^£ St S*S?*S.f 

2 {2£2rt2J/£JS2i \* *»««- — «^ui 

lour pore of heart Heaters reportedly -W Bada ^wU «»Portedly bean withdrawn* 
aa* the public sight have teoS^teia it ******* th * *mse 

teite owes ita existence ff ^ e^Mttee 

Mte tto solemn assurance it would not be givsn to ©t2™ f* 8 wos * 

2*5 5S2. , L2!2: 2** 

sad oaceofianod ii»S£a272r* oT* rSTk^tohT'LiS!!!^ ‘ W *° ° snfl ™a 

as ®d to put it, "objectified," ® improved upon. As Jim Gar risen 



